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Introduction

Anna Sewell was born in 1820 in Great Yarmouth,
England. She rode horses on her uncle’s farm in
Norfolk from a very early age: but she was often ill
and had to stay in bed. She had the idea for this story
when she was fifty years old, and so ill that her mother

had to write it down.

Today. we ride horses mainly for pleasure. But in
the nineteenth century, they were used to pull carriages
or cabs, and for riders on business. Their health and
happiness depended entirely on their owners and their

grooms.

Anna Sewell was always shocked by the cruelty that
men showed to horses at work. She wrote this story
to draw attention to their poor working conditions
in Victorian England. The full title page of the book
was: Black Beauty, his grooms and companions; the
autobiography of a horse, translated from the original
equine, by Anna Sewell. Anna Sewell pretended that
she had translated a horse’s own story so that she
could write from the horse’s point of view. The reader
feels what it is like to be dependent on a groom or

owner.



Black Beauty was published in 1877, only a year
before Anna Sewell’s death. She did not live long
enough to see how successful it became. Her book
has been translated into many languages and has been
made into a film.
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