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Introduction

Daniel Defoe was born in London in 1660 and lived
through the Plague and the Great Fire of London of 1666.
He travelled for many years in Europe, before and after

his marriage; but he was bankrupt a few years later.

Daniel Defoe had many jobs. At one time, he wrote a
newspaper called The Review; at another, he was a spy!
He also wrote many books and magazines about history,
geography and travel.

He did not write stories until he was almost sixty years
old. Robinson Crusoe was his first novel and it was
successful from the first day that it was published in 1719.
Defoe’s story was based on the story of Alexander
Selkirk, a Scotsman who was left on a desert island for
five years after a quarrel with the captain of his ship.

Selkirk’s story, The Englishman, was published in 1713.

Daniel Defoe’s other novels include A Journal of the
Plague Years and Moll Flanders. He died in 1731,
at the age of seventy-one, and is buried in London.



